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Washington, D.C., April 24, 2017 - Ten years ago, Chiquita Brands
International became the first U.S.-based corporation convicted of
violating a U.S. law against funding an international terrorist group—the
paramilitary United Self-defense Forces of Colombia (AUC). But
punishment for the crime was reserved only for the corporate entity,
while the names of the individual company officials who engineered the
payments have since remained hidden behind a wall of impunity.

As Colombian authorities now prepare to prosecute business executives
for funding groups responsible for major atrocities during Colombia’s
decades-old conflict, a new set of Chiquita Papers, made possible
through the National Security Archive’s FOIA lawsuit, has for the first time made it possible to know the identities
and understand the roles of the individual Chiquita executives who approved and oversaw years of payments to
groups responsible for countless human rights violations in Colombia.

Today’s posting features the first in a series of articles published jointly by the National Security Archive and
Verdad Abierta highlighting new revelations from the Chiquita Papers, identifying the people behind the
payments, and examining how the Papers can help to clarify lingering questions about the case.
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